that bourne from which no traveler ever returns," and some have retired from the activities of the profession ; yet the society has gone on from y6ar to year, doing much good for the profession and the public, and for many of us individually.
The dental society has a great work to do in the elevation of the standard of the dentists of the state, and in bringing about a fellowship between the dentists, which can only be accomplished by close association and contact with each other, in its pleasant and profitable sessions. The organization and continuance of dental societies by the various states and the enactment and enforcement of proper laws governing the practice of dentistry, has done as much toward the elevation of the standard of our profession as the efficient attainments of the individual.
They have had a large share in bringing about our present state of advancement, and will continue to do for every dentist, who associates himself with the organization, and will attend its meetings, what nothing else will do for him. No member can stay at home and read all of the proceedings of the session, and get the good that he might derive from an attendance of the meeting. The society inculcates the spirit of ethics among the great body of practitioners, and serves to keep them out of ruts, and imparts to them advanced ideas of a professional nature which may not be attained in any other way. Every progressive and ethical member of the profession should be a member of the state dental society, and in fact I might say every one?progressive or non-progressive?should associate himself with others in society work, and by such asso-ciation and exchange of ideas and methods of practice, be of mutual benefit to each other. The progressive will be stirred to greater progressiveness, and the,non-progressive one will certainly imbibe from others a spirit of improvement, which may develop him into a progressive dentist, and in future be a credit to himself, to his society and to his community.
There are undoubtedly many dentists in this state, who are not yet members of this society, and who possibly, in the narrowness of their minds, think that associating themselves with others in an organization of this kind will do them no good. How great a mistake does one make who neglects to associate himself with his fellow practitioners in society work! It matters not how well educated he may be, a failure on his part to co-operate with others in up-building the profession at large, and educating the public to recognize and patronize the ethical, law-abiding and progressive dentist, is a failure to do a duty which will, like a boomerang, return and strike him with a force which will be felt for many years.
Every ethical dentist in this state, should therefore be a member of this society, and every effort should be made by those who are now members, to induce and secure the membership of all worthy ones, and thus increase the usefulness of the society to the greatest number of deserving dentists. I am pleased to note that for the past several months our corresponding secretary has been sending out to every member of the society, and to others who are not members, a blank application for membership, requesting that it be tilled out and presented at this meeting.
What has been the result? How many new members will the society get through the efforts of the corresponding sectary? What have you done to aid in this increase of membership?
Membership in this society should be of more value to the dentist than simply entitling him to attend its sessions and participate therein. A dentist values his credentials from his alma mater, and points with pride to his diploma, hanging on the wall of his office, which certifies that he has completed the prescribed course, and is entitled to practice the art and science of dentistry.
So also should a dentist be proud of his membership in the Florida State Dental Society, and be able to point to a certificate of membership which certifies that he is an ethical dentist, abiding by the laws of the society, of the state, and of his community, and thus entitled to the patronage of the public.
The public should, therefore, be educated up to and in- Occasionally some member of the society will violate the code of ethics, who if admonished and counseled with in the proper spirit may be reclaimed and continued in the proper relation to the society and the profession. I would therefore suggest that a committee of ethics be appointed, whose dutyit shall be to take cognizance of all violations of the code of ethics by members of the society, and admonish them and endeavor to cause them to refrain from such, andreclaim them.
If however, the offenders, after being admonished and counseled with, continue such violations, the committee shall report them so the Executive Committee and to the society at its next annual meeting, when such action shall be taken against them for suspension or expulsion.
Last year it was decided that this meeting should be one of practical value to those attending, by having a number of clinics. I am pleased to note by the program that the committee has made ample provision along that line, and it is hoped that each and all of you will at least learn some new thing, get some new idea, or some practical point which will be of value to you when you return to your office. 
